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I. INTRODUCTION 

At its meeting of 25 October 2016, the Conference of Presidents gave the authorisation to 

send a 4-Member mission from the European Parliament; as part of the EU delegation led by 

Mr José Inacio Faria (EPP) as Chair; to the high-level United Nations Conference to Support 

the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG 14): Conserve and sustainably 

use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development (the “Ocean 

Conference”) which took place from 5 to 9 June 2017 in New York, USA.  

The aim of the EP mission which took place from 5 to 8 June was to provide Members with 

an opportunity to present the commitment of the European Parliament to support the 

implementation of SDG 14. The Ocean Conference is the first of its kind and will serve as a 

basis for future conferences on other SDGs in terms of format (openness to all stakeholders), 

output (Call for Action adopted by consensus) and of follow-up mechanisms including 

monitoring, reporting and verification. Members were able to participate in key partnership 

dialogues, hold high-level bilateral meetings as well as attend the World Ocean Day 

celebration.  

The mission was accompanied by Ms Aliette Carré and Mr Lorenzo Vicario from the 

Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). 

The following political group agents also accompanied the delegation: Agnieszka Gregorczyk 

(S&D) and Aleš Pecka (ALDE). 

II. MISSION’S ACTIVITIES 

 Preparation  

Representatives of DG MARE and DG CLIMA of the European Commission were invited for 

a preparatory meeting with the MEPs participating in the mission. The discussion focused on 

the preparatory meeting of February 2017 at the UN headquarters, the different rounds of 

negotiations of the Call for Action that the Commission was leading on behalf of the EU and 

the EU voluntary commitments.  

At its own initiative, Parliament had commissioned a briefing note entitled “The UN Ocean 

Conference - June 2017, Guidance to the ENVI Committee”: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/602033/IPOL_BRI(2017)602033

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/602033/IPOL_BRI(2017)602033_EN.pdf
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The MEPs also discussed the own-initiative report on “International ocean governance: an 

agenda for the future of our oceans in the context of the 2030 SDGs” (2017/2055(INI), (only 

the draft report was available at the time of the Conference). 

 Partnerships dialogues and bilateral meetings  

(See full programme in Annex I) 

 

 

The activities of the EP delegation started in the early afternoon with the MEPs attending two 

different side events.  

Some MEPs decided to attend a side event on “Marine Pollution: a critical challenge (and 

opportunity) for sustainable development” organised by Egypt, in partnership with CBD, 

FAO, UNEP and IMO. The new Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, Cristiana Pasça Palmer, opened the meeting by announcing that the next 

Conference of the Parties on CBD would take place in Egypt (COP14 in 2018) and underlined 

the global trend of phasing out of plastic bags, as shown by the total ban recently put in place 

in Kerala. Ms Pasça Palmer also referred to a technical paper on best solutions to tackle 

marine debris. The Egyptian Minister Advisor on Biodiversity, Dr Moustafa Fouda, also 

emphasised that tackling marine pollution was a high priority in Mediterranean countries, but 

also all around the world. Ms Karolina Skog, Minister for the Environment of Sweden, 

reminded everyone that already in 1972 the protection of the seas was high on the agenda, and 

yet single use plastics still exists today. She stressed the fact that the vast majority of marine 

pollution is land-based and plastics-based. Key questions for the panel revolved around the 

most significant barriers to addressing marine pollution, the most significant factor of success 

in addressing marine pollution and the most promising low-cost solution. Panellists 

emphasised the importance of obtaining clear information and the success of marine protected 

areas in restoring biodiversity. The discussion also praised the increasing awareness around 

the use of plastic straws. The panel also raised the fact that marine pollution was a global 

problem with local solutions applied to it. The ensuing questions and answers session (opened 

to all participants including MEPs) focused on microplastics, the absorption of chemical 

pollutants and the potential opportunities for business to develop alternatives. 

The second group of MEPs attended a side event on “Building Blue Partnerships for 

Advancing Global Ocean Governance” organised by the State Oceanic Administration of 

China with the support of the Ministry of Sea of Portugal. After some introductory remarks by 

Mr Wu Hongbo, UN Under-Secretary General for Economic and Social Affairs, who 

pointed out the need for oceans’ actors to take measures together as blue partners in order to 

achieve the SDG 14 targets, and by Mr Lin, from the State Ocean Administration of China 

who underlined the key role of UNCLOS for blue partnerships and the need to build them on 

mutual trust and mutual aid, the first speaker was Ms Ana Paula Vitorino, Minister of Sea of 

Portugal. Ms Vitorino pointed out the relevance of partnership for protecting marine 

environment. The percentage of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) is an important goal on 

which Portugal is committed. Portugal has currently 7% of its sea protected while its target 

for 2020 is to reach 14% of MPAs. For Ms Raviwan (Ministry of Environment, Thailand) 

blue partnerships should focus on scientific cooperation and dissemination of best practices. 

Monday 5 June 2017 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/602033/IPOL_BRI(2017)602033_EN.pdf
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In his speech Mr Salvatore Aricó, Head of the Ocean Science section of the 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO stressed that one of 

the blue partnerships should focus on oceans science in order to help the establishment of 

MPAs in exclusive economic zones. He underlined the importance of local knowledge for 

private sectors. He also referred to two important sources of knowledge for IOC: the IODE 

(International Oceanographic Data and information Exchange) and the OBIS (Ocean 

Biogeographic Information System). He concluded by citing the support of IOC on the 

proclamation of the 2021-2030 as Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development.  

Members then followed the first Partnership Dialogue of the Conference entitled 

“Addressing marine pollution” co-chaired by Norway and Indonesia. The seven partnership 

dialogues were conceived as interactive and multi-stakeholder in nature and designed to focus 

on recommendations to support the implementation of SDG 14, including through 

strengthened cooperation, building on existing successful partnerships and stimulating 

innovative and concrete new ones. Each partnership dialogue was supported by a concept 

paper and facilitated by a moderator. In this case, the UN Environment New York Office 

Director moderated the debate with 4 expert panellists: Ms. Nancy Wallace, Director, Marine 

Debris Program, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, US Department of 

Commerce; Mr. Kosi Latu, Director-General, Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 

Programme (SPREP); Mr. Peter Kershaw, Chair of the Joint Group of Experts on the 

Scientific Aspects of Marine Environment (GESAMP) and Ms. Sybil Seitzinger, Pacific 

Institute for Climate Solutions, School of Environmental Studies, University of Victoria, 

Canada.  

The partnership started with a panel discussion, followed by a debate among participants. 

Pollution from human activities can be found at all points across the ocean’s vast expanse, 

whether in the deep, at the surface, or in the organisms that live in it. Rivers carry waste, solid 

and liquid, and a wide range of other substances into the ocean. Discharges, spills and waste 

from shipping are another source of pollution. Pollutants discharged into the air are deposited 

into the ocean. Although considerable progress has been achieved in limiting some forms of 

pollution, others persist. New challenges, whether relating to particular pollutants, such as 

micro-plastics, or broader trends, like the rapid growth of coastal cities, will require sustained 

action encompassing scientific research, knowledge-sharing, and strengthened governance 

arrangements. The co-chairs prepared a summary that was presented at the closing plenary 

meeting and included in the final report of the Conference. 

 

Finally the EP delegation attended the launch of the Parliamentary Oceans Campaign 

which focused on the role of parliamentarians in implementing SDG 14. 

 

 

In the morning of 6 June, delegation members had a meeting with the Head of EU 

Delegation to the United Nations, Ambassador Vale de Almeida and Joao Aguiar Machado, 

Director General of DG MARE, as well as other representatives of the Commission. Members 

were given a detailed state of play of UN affairs, including the recent declaration from US 

President Trump regarding the withdrawal from the Paris Agreement. DG Machado insisted 

on the need for a sustainable blue economy and also addressed the governance aspects of the 

oceans. The discussion highlighted the role that private business and investors should play. 

Delegation members then had a bilateral meeting with World Bank Vice President Laura 

Tuesday 6 June 2017 
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Tuck and Senior Director for the Environment and Natural Resources Global Practice, Karin 

Kemper. The meeting covered a variety of topics: the replenishment of International 

Development Association (IDA) and International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD), blue economy, circular economy and the funding of waste infrastructure. Members 

discussed in more details several solid waste management projects in Vietnam, Indonesia and 

Thailand. The meeting was followed by an exchange with representatives of IUCN 

(International Union for Conservation of Nature), to discuss their dedicated programme on 

oceans and polar areas, and their blue partnership with Nausicaa, a marine science institute 

based in France. The exchange underlined the need for the EU to be more active in regional 

forums such as OSPAR. 

In the afternoon, delegation members attended Partnership Dialogue 3 on “Minimising and 

addressing ocean acidification” and a side event on “Environmentally-sound waste 

management as action against marine litter” organised by Sweden and the World Bank.  

 

 

On 7 June, the activities started with a productive exchange with Isabelle Delattre, negotiator 

for the EU of the Call for Action. The meeting provided Members with a comprehensive 

analysis of the points covered (or not) by the Call for Action to be adopted at the outset of the 

Conference and was thus instrumental to better identify the main issues at stake in the 

Conference and its follow-up. The exchange was particularly enlightening as the drafting of 

the Call for Action was more contentious than originally thought. The key points were the 

Paris agreement, the law of the sea (UNCLOS) and WTO subsidies. The US had also 

signalled its intention to provide an explanation of its position ahead of the adoption of the 

Call for Action. The EU did the same on the issues of UNCLOS and Paris agreement. The 

discussion closed on issues relevant to the following meeting of delegation members with Mr 

Lin Shanqing, Deputy Minister for the State Oceanic Administration, People’s Republic 

of China.  The exchange focused on the climate and energy national action plan and blue 

economy, and questions were raised regarding green infrastructures and CO2 emissions from 

the shipping sector.  

 

The delegation then met with Ambassador Álvaro Mendonça e Moura, Portugal’s 

Ambassador to the UN, who was co-facilitator with Singapore on the negotiations on the 

Call for Action. The Ambassador underlined the role played by the “Friends of the Oceans”, a 

group of ambassadors to the UN, ahead of the negotiations on the Call for Action and in view 

of the High Level Political Forum of July 2017. The productive meeting was followed by a 

discussion with representatives of the government of Brazil, where Members were given an 

update on the BBNJ process (areas beyond national jurisdiction), information on the exchange 

of scientific data and research in South America and on renewables and biomass. The 

morning ended with a constructive meeting between the EP Members and David Balton, 

Head of the US delegation at the conference who underlined the fact that the US policy on 

oceans has not been modified substantially in the past years and that this trend would likely 

continue. He also underlined that the USA were chairing the Arctic Council for 2 years. The 

discussion stressed the overall need to reduce emissions and the US commitment to the 2030 

Agenda. 

 

Wednesday 7 June 2017 
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In the afternoon, the delegation exchanged with members of the CITES Secretariat who 

underlined the positive role of the EU as a party to the Treaty. The issues of traceability, 

subsidies, the role of FAO and capacity-building were raised in the discussion, and the fact 

that CITES is the only legally binding instrument regulating fishing in the high seas was 

underlined. Members then had a fruitful exchange with Mr. Ibrahim Thiaw, UN 

Environment Programme's Deputy Executive Director who stressed the contributions 

from the oceans to the global economy and the fact that the debate on oceans in the UN is 

polarised and controversial, particularly on UNCLOS and BBNJ. However the preparations of 

the Ocean Conference contrasted with this, thereby creating a feeling of community among 

the negotiators. Delegation members also had the opportunity to meet with the newly 

appointed Executive Secretary of CBD, Ms Cristiana Pasca Palmer, who was speaking from 

the biodiversity loss angle, underlining the role that the European Parliament can play in 

ensuring the environment, biodiversity and ecosystems services are given the same attention 

than climate change. Once again the importance of bringing the private sector in the 

discussion was highlighted. The last bilateral meeting of the afternoon was with WWF 

representatives, who underlined the need for additional data on oceans and for research. The 

discussion revolved around the fact that 80% of seafood consumed in the EU was imported, 

raising concerns on its traceability and sustainability. 

 

Members then attended an event on Addressing Marine Pollution - Technological Platform 

for Joint Management of Global Waste Data to Stop the Waste Leakage into Oceans, 

organised by Estonia and UNEP.  

 

 

The programme of the last day started with a comprehensive exchange of views with 

Commissioner Vella who stressed the need to bring the private sector on board on ocean 

related issues such a reduction of human pressure, increase of investment on research and 

governance. The strengthening of the international legal framework is a key factor in the 

achievement of a sustainable use of oceans. Mr Vella also raised the possibility for future new 

commitments at the upcoming Conference in Malta in October.  

The Members then followed the World Oceans Days special event. 

After the ceremony, Delegation members attended two side-events entitled “A multi-

stakeholders governance for tackling marine litter in the Mediterranean sea” and 

“Copernicus Marine Service and its Ocean State Report: a valuable EU milestone and 

contribution to SDG 14”. 

III. CONCLUSIONS 

The Ocean Conference has been a first of its kind event tasked to strengthen cooperation 

between stakeholders and to develop and support a robust implementation of SDG 14. The 

final Call for Action and the more than 1400 voluntary commitments by governments, 

regional organisations, private companies and NGOs demonstrate the validity of this 

approach. The Members of the delegation have been part of this process taking part to the 

different meetings and side events but also having the opportunity, in bilateral meetings, to 

collect first-hand information on the Conference’s output and on the challenges of a global 

Thursday 8 June 2017 
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answer to the preservation of oceans.  

The Ocean Conference has been a milestone in the international mobilisation in favour of 

oceans. The participation of ENVI Members allowed the EP to be an active player on the EU 

commitment to a sustainable use of oceans. The organisation of the Our Ocean 2017 event by 

the EU in Malta (5-6 October 2017), the forthcoming plastics strategy and the implementation 

of the Circular Economy Action Plan are among the further steps on which the European 

Parliament will play a strong role in favour of oceans. 
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PROGRAMME 

ENVI Delegation to Ocean Conference, UN Headquarters, New York  

 

Monday 5 June 

Arrival of MEPs in NY 

Schedule Topics 

08.30 Preparatory work by ENVI secretariat staff  

12.45 Meeting point - distribution of Conference badges 

13.15-14.30 

Side event: Marine Pollution: A Critical Challenge (and Opportunity) for 

Sustainable Development 

Organisers: Egypt – CBD – FAO – UNEP – IMO  

Side event: Building Blue Partnerships for Advancing Global Ocean Governance 

Organisers: China – Portugal 

15.00-18.00 Partnership Dialogue 1 - Addressing marine pollution 

15.00-16.30 

Side event: Maritime Transport and the Future of the Sustainable Oceans 

Economy 

Organisers: Global Partnership for Sustainable Transport GPST 

17.00-18.30 

Side event: 3 R as the Basis for Moving Towards Zero Plastic Waste in Coastal and 

Marine Environment  

Organisers: UNRCD - UNDESA 

18.15-19.30 

Side event: Launch of the Parliamentary Oceans Campaign - The Role of 

Parliamentarians in the Implementing SDG 14 

Organisers: Parliamentarians for Global Action 

19.30 Dinner - own expenses  
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Tuesday 6 June 

Schedule Topics  

8.00-9.00 
Breakfast meeting with the Head of EU Delegation to the UN, Ambassador Vale de 

Almeida, and EU delegation’s oceans expert (Isabelle Delatre) 

9.15-10.15 
Meeting with World Bank Vice President,  Laura Tuck and Senior Director for the 

Environment and Natural Resources Global Practice, Karin Kemper 

10.00-13.00 
Partnership Dialogue 2 - Managing, protecting, conserving and restoring marine 

and coastal ecosystems 

11.00-11.30 Bilateral meeting with Carole Martinez, IUCN Senior Programme Coordinator 

13.00-15.00 
Lunch break 

15.00-17.00 Partnership Dialogue 3 - Minimising and addressing ocean acidification 

17.00-18.30 

Side event: Environmentally sound waste management as action against marine 

litter 

Organisers: Sweden- World Bank 

19.30-21:30 Sustainable Ocean Night High-level Reception (CBD,  Korea and Costa Rica) 

 

Wednesday 7 June 

Schedule Topics  

9.15-10.00 Bilateral meeting with Isabelle Delattre (EEAS) 

10.00-11.00 
Bilateral meeting with Chinese delegation (Mr Lin Shanqing, deputy Minister for 

the State Oceanic Administration 

11.00-11.30 
Bilateral meeting with Ambassador Álvaro Mendonça e Moura, Portuguese PR to 

UN 

12.00-12.30 Bilateral meeting with Brazil delegation 

13.15-14.30 
Side event: Blue energy: The ocean is the future of renewable energy 

Organisers: France - DCNS 

14.30-15.00 Bilateral meeting with CITES secretariat 
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15.15-16.00 
Meeting UN Environment Programme's Deputy Executive Director, Mr. Ibrahim 

Thiaw 

16:00-16:30 Meeting with the Executive Secretary of CBD, Ms Cristiana Pasca Palmer 

16.30-17.00 Bilateral meeting with WWF  

17:00-18:30 

Side event: Addressing Marine Pollution Technological Platform for Joint 

Management of Global Waste Data to Stop the Waste Leakage into Oceans 

Organisers: Estonia - UNEP 

19.30 Dinner - own expenses  

 

Thursday 8 June 

Schedule Topics  

10:00-10:30 Meeting with Commissioner Vella 

10.00-13.00 World Oceans Day - special event 

11.00-12.30 

Side event: A multi-stakeholders governance for tackling marine litter in the 

Mediterranean sea  

Organisers: Legambiente – UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention – Italy - EEA 

13.15-14.30 

Side event: Copernicus Marine Service and its Ocean State Report: a valuable EU 

milestone and contribution to SDG 14 

Organisers: European Commission - OECD 

15.00-16.00 
Partnership Dialogue 6 - Increasing scientific knowledge, and developing research 

capacity and transfer of marine technology 

16.00 Departure to Europe 

 


